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Abstract

This thesis utilizes the critique of ideology, specifically the methodology of “immanent critique” of the Frankfurt School, in reading Ali’s Shari’ati’s (1933-1977) critique of Shi’ite ideology dominant in the Pahlavi era. This critique was considered by many scholars of the Iranian Revolution of 1979 as the main ideological force in mobilizing the Iranian masses.   

After engaging in a deep social-historical analysis of Iranian society, Shari’ati came to conclusion that the quietist and conservative Shi’ite ideology played the main role in legitimizing the social and political status quo in the Shah’s era. After reaching this conclusion, Shari’ati engaged in  a systematic critique of this ideology. The critique of the hegemonic ideology, in the Gramscian sense, carried out by Shariati can be seen as a variant of the “Immanent critique” methodology deployed by the social theory of the Frankfort school to critique liberal ideology in the advanced industrial societies. This methodology of ideological critique attacks the dominant ideology in the society from within, using its own standards to judge its failure in living up to its claims in the establishment of the good society.

 
Shari’ati’s variant of the immanent critique of Shi’i ideology is basically carried out through his differentiation between two types of Shi’ism, what he calls “Alavi Shi’ism” and “Safavid Shi’ism.” Shariati  presents “Safavid Shi’ism” as a conservative and hegemonic ideology that justifies social injustice and the political dictatorship of the Shah’s regime; this brand of Shi’ism is seen by Sharaiti as the  failure of  Shi’sm to live up to its claims as an ideology of social protest (Alavi Shi’ism). Shariati uses a hermeneutical methodology in revealing the gap between the claims of Shi’ism and its ideological actuality.  Shariti’s hermeneutics is mainly based on giving emancipatory ideological meanings to the classical Shi’ite doctrines, for example the new meaning of Imama is the just social leadership instead of the religious leadership of the Twelve Imams.

 
In conclusion, one can state that the immanent critique methodology has the potential for developing an effective social critique in Arab-Islamic societies, taking in consideration Shari’ati’s success.  
